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difficulties under which it labours. I think the
first idea of any man of common sense on being
made acquainted with these things would naturally
be that the organs were intended for the purpose
which we find them actually fulfilling. Of course
first impressions may be wrong, and we should
always be ready to give a patient hearing to a
theory which professes to account for the results
on purely scientific principles. But for my own
part I fail to see any such mode of accounting for
them, anything to lead us to think that the first
conclusion of our supposed man of common sense
was other than what we must come to in the end,
or that the idea of design is capable of being eli-
minated. This, however, leaves the widest latitude
as to the mode in which the final result was brought
about; it does not commit us in any way to the
assumption of a direct creation in the final form;
it leaves that a perfectly open question.

To-day I wish to mention an instance of what
would naturally be regarded as designed, but
what does not appear to contribute, as in the
instances previously mentioned, to the wellbeing
of the living thing in which it is found. And it
is for this very reason that I refer to it, "because
it seems to give us further suggestions concerning
the attributes of the Divine Being.

There is much that is beautiful in nature.    The